ie oe 


EER ane 


/ 
/ J Se NEN ERE TC een an, 
W 5 & l . ‘ To I 3 FY | \ f c] : 


r rr 


Fy E Clr fw oa 
“ oll 5 fy 


aah. : 
he CT 20 1999 x 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AG: ‘TOUNT DAB. 
AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ADMINIGTRATION 


‘tment of Agriculture 


$ 
7 


oe pe 
etnertecanaeras, a oo pa, 


et a ee Ot Oe ier 


UNITED SLATES WHEAT IMPORTS SINCE THE 1927~28 MARKETING YSAR 


As compared with the total amount of wheat we produce in the 
United States, ube total amount of wheat we import into this country 
anounts to very little -~- so littie, in fact, that it is hardly worth 
noticing. (See Tables 1 and 2 on the last two peges herein.) 


The little wheat which we do import is brought in for the fol- 
lowing purposes: 


(1). For milling in bond for export. (See Columns 4 and 5 of 
Tables 1 and 2.) This wheat is brought into this country for milling 
tmiUungved States mills, for grinding into flour for export to forsign 
colintries, very bausnel of this wheat is handled in this country in 
bonded warehouses, which are under strict supervision of the YPedsral 
Government, which guerantees that the imported wheat will be exported 
and not enter into competition in the United States market with wheat 
produced in this country. The milling of the imported wheat, under 
bond, provides wages for United States workers which they would not 
otherwise get. 


(2). For Livestock feed, when drought or some other cause cuts 
down our supplies of feed grains to such a low point that w do not 
have enough grain for feed. (See Column 2 of Tables 1 and 2.) The 
wheat we bring in for this purpose is classed as unfit for human con- 
sumption, but every bushel of it pays the tariff of 10 percent ad 
velorem {hich meens on the basis of money volue); 


(3). For human consumption in the United States. (See Column 1 of 
Tables 1 and 2,) Every bushel of the fe: bushels used in this Perera 
peys the full tariff of 42 cents required by our tariff lows... °° 


In normal times, nearly all of the wheat coming into this 
country, comes in for milling under bond and then shipment out of the 
United States. 


Tables 1 and 2 show the total amount of wheat and flour imported in- 
to this country, end also a breakdown showing just how mach of this imported ° 
wheat was for consumption in this country and just how much was imported 
for milling in bond and export. 
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The significance of the figures in these tables is that, although 
the total amount of wheat and flour imported into the United States in 
the 5 crop years 1933-1937 amounted to 134,751,000 bushels, only 
62,510,000 bushels were imported for human consumption. 


This period was one in which United States wheat production suf- 
fered severely from the cumulative effects of three very bad droughts 
in £953, 1934, and 1966, and from the rust epidemic in 1935. 


The United States has, in fact, been a NAT importer of milling 


wheat in only four years ‘since the Constitution was Signed ~— namely, 
the years 1837, 1934, 1935, and 1936; in other words, these four years 
are the only years in which we have imported more wheat than we exported. 


The years 1928-1932 can be regarded as more nearly represent— 
ing the normal wheat import situation. Due note must be taken of the 
fact that the period 1933-1937 included three very bad drought years. 
For this reason Table 1, on "Annual Imports", is divided into two 
periods, to make the comparison cleer. 


for the 5 crop years 1928-1932 the amount of milling wheat and 
flour imported into this country, for human consumption in the United 
States, toteled only 207,000 bushels, or an average of only about 41,000 * 
bushels per year. 


Most of the wheat and flour imported into the United States in 
the 1937~38 crop year, for domestic consumption, was imported in July 
and August of 1937, before the 1937 crop of wheat became generally 
available for milling purposes. 


In recent months (See Table 2) practically NO wheat has been imported, 
either for human or livestock consumption. It should be borne in mind that 
wheat is imported by this country only when United States wheat prices 
are nigh in comparison with foreign prices, and thet the amount of im- 
ported wheat milled in bond in this country is larger when United States 
prices increase in relation to Canadian prices. 


Under the ever-normal-granary plan, the shortages in the bad 
years can be met from the reserves accumulated under the crop-—insurance, 
wheat-loan, and acreage-ellotment features of the netional farm progrom. 
Thus, wneat supplies can be cerried over from years of plenty into 
yeers of shortage, and, as time goes on, there will be little or no 
need for tnis country to import any wheat, even in drought years. 
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ANNUAL IMPORTS OF WHEAT AND FLO FLOUR INTO THE UNITSD STATES IN THE 


1928229 


“to 193738 INCLUSIVE 


ee nn ee tro nn 


(Hach unit in the figures belo below is a thousand bushels) 


Crop Wheat Flour, ‘i for Milling interms 
Year :; Human ‘in terms ;:Bond and Ex- 
oN ; : Feed : 
ee eee EO ay AO 3 t ‘of wheat 3! 
nowy ee ae ee were OE 
1928.29 || 79. : one ee oe) ios aan 
192930 45, None peaee 14,903, 
1930-31 : 41, 307, ; Gur ORO 
1931-32 : 6, None ie elege os 
1932-33: 6, abs yee 9,372.6 
Total } 127, 308, pec e ce 276,640) 
Average! ! B5. 62. Be eo, 830, 
"pale gence osname eet terete moana 
1933-34 143, 6, 4 ieee chs gee 
1934.35 5,905, i eetae. 18, LL Olas 
1935~36 25,289. 9,205. 125. Aa Iya ew 
1936.37 +: 30,205. Pe OG7. 193. 16 400s = 
193738 598-6 Aol 320 2,819+ 
Total 62,140. 21,418. 3706 50,6726 
Averagd: 12,428. 4,284. Whe 10,135. 


Wheat ete Flour Imported for Domestic Use ‘Use: ; 


a a ety cee, 


——$_—» 


3; Wheat 26 Imported Flour 


of care 
imported duty- 
free for export 


ee 


None 
None 


None 


NOTE. -—~ The figures in the above table were compiled from official records of the 
Bureeu of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 


U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Aw 


TABLE 2 


MONTHLY IMPORTS OF WHEAT AND FLOUR ae THE UNITED STATES IN 
THE LAST CROP YHAR 38) 


(The fisures below are in terms of thousands of bushels unless otherwise stated) _ 
Yocat and Flour Imported for. Domestic Use Wheat | Imported “Flour (in 


em 


Month a occ ee ee Lour, fa tor Wal Ling ins termsiot ee 
Human in terms | ‘ Bond and ix : imported os 
Feed 
Consumption f wheat port ~ . ¥ reo or oxpce 
eee ee ee : Bi CMR Be 
1937 
July % 490, . 3 LD : 7706 None 
August a ROP None : Ve J, TOU. : None 
September: : Ey None ae) at 452. : None 
October }: (*) Tig eee i 348, None 
November :! (*) None cael, ie 183. ; None 
December ‘: (*) None ale ges pe 
ee er eree iret Wa hn ie ramen ae 
1938 : 
Jenuary :: 4, : reset ae Ge 50. 2) ects 
February :' (*) None ete) Ke 25. 15 
March (*) None ls ii 8. None 
Saale De ree aN None Lawn t Te None 
May :: Only 8 bushels None (* ) a A6. LAS 
June ve None ; None nee te) 7 86. sae 
if a 


ODA Tie as 598. ; 4, oy Uigekeey ee sah lect Pca Teton 


(*) Less than 500 bushels. 
NOTE. -- The figures in the above table were compiled from official records of the 


Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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